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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete for omitting essential steps, such omission amounting to a gap between the 
steps. See MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted steps are: limitation element c) fails to use 
method step language to the second step within this limitation. Method step language 
requires using the "verb+ing" phrasing. The incomplete language is contained in the 
phrase "interacting with the pop-up window to present a transaction amount in the pop- 
up window and receive customer assent to the transaction amount". The word "receive" 
should be replaced with the word "receiving" in order to complete this essential step. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-7, 9-15 & 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wilf et al (US Patent 5,899,980, hereafter Wilf) in view of Stein et al. 
(US Patent 5,826,241, assigned to PayPal, hereafter Stein), Paltenghe et al. (PreGrant 
Publication 2002/0004783 A1, hereafter Paltenghe), Daniels et al. (US Patent 
5,758,126, hereafter Daniels), Matyas, Jr. (US Patent 6,102,287, hereafter Matyas), and 
Applicant Admitted Prior Art (hereafter AAPA). 
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Re. Claim 1, Wilf discloses a method for authorizing and checking out from an online 
purchase between a customer and a vendor site/merchant system, the method 
comprising steps of: 

• from the funds transfer server, interacting with the customer's computer to 
receive a transaction amount (Wilf calls the "transaction amount" the "transaction 
sum".) through an interface and receive customer assent to the transaction 
amount. (The term "transaction detail" is an integral component of Wilf s 
preferred term "transaction data" for approval by the customer/user. Wilf uses 
this term throughout the reference. Examples are Col. 2, lines 30, 35, 37 and 
following throughout the reference. Wilf provides specific definition to the effect 
that a "transaction amount" is a component of this "transaction detail" as 
illustrated in the following locations: Col. 1, lines 27-28 and Col. 9, lines 24-29). 

• receiving authorization from the customer for billing of the transaction sum, 
wherein the transaction sum corresponds to the online purchase; and notifying 
the vendor site of authorization (Col. 2, lines 3-1 5, 52 - Col. 3, line 1 2). 

Wilf does not explicitly disclose 

• at a funds transaction server, receiving transaction information from the vendor 
site, wherein the transaction information comprises a transaction amount; 

• opening a pop-up window for the customer; 

• from the funds transfer sever, interacting with the pop-up window to present a 
transaction amount in the pop-up window. 

However, Paltenghe discloses at a funds transaction server (the wallet server), 
receiving transaction information from the vendor site, wherein the transaction 
information comprises a transaction amount (implicitly included in the invoice 
information (pp. 6-7, [0071], II. 3-11, 12-15, 19-22, 29-31). 

Also, Stein discloses the presenting of the transfer amount through an internet interface 
(Col. 7, I. 58 - Col. 8, I. 1 8). The ordinary practitioner of the art would have seen it as 
obvious at the time of Applicant's invention that a web browser window was a practical 
and popular interface for displaying this transaction data for the customer buyer's 
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authorization or rejection of the payment by transfer. Stein also discloses the use of a 
debit for making payment for a transaction performed over the internet as payment for 
the internet purchase's transaction amount (Col. 10, I. 51). 

Further, Daniels discloses a definition for a pop-up windows as windows 'which pen or 
"pop-up" when a display button is actuated' (Col. 13, II. 58-60). 

In addition, Matyas discloses the use of pop-up windows in order to achieve a task in a 
payment process (Col. 12, I. 41, 46-49). 

Finally, Applicant admits in his argument that the term "pop-up window" was "notoriously 
well known" at the time of this parent application's filing date (Appeal Brief, page 4, 1. 19; 
p. 8, 1. 6). Applicant also admits in his Reply Brief received on July 27, 2005 that "pop- 
up window is synonymous with a new web browser window, automatically opened and 
viewable by the customer" (p. 4, II. 1-3). This argument is convincing as it records 
Applicant's admission of the "automatically opening a new web browser window for the 
customer" as Appellant admitted prior art (AAPA), since pop-up windows were an 
obvious and even ubiquitous automatic phenomenon experienced by millions of web 
browser users at the time of Applicant's invention. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to an ordinary practitioner of the art at the time of Appellant's invention to have 
combined the disclosure of Wilf, Paltenghe, Stein, Daniels, Matyas and AAPA to 
establish an automated purchasing method for authorizing an online purchase between 
a customer and a vendor site which includes efficient automated web based steps and 
user conveniences for validating the payment for an online transaction without exposing 
the customer's personal information by maintaining security, motivated by a desire to 
overcome the reluctance of some users to transmit credit card account information over 
the internet (Wilf, Col. 1, II. 24-27). 

Re. Claim 2, as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above, Wilf discloses a method 
wherein the equivalent of a pop-up window points away from the vendor site by pointing 
to the transaction server (Col. 2, lines 26-34). 

Re. Claim 3, Wilf and Stein disclose a method for authorizing and checking out from an 
online purchase between the customer and the vendor site comprising a step of 
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receiving account information from the customer corresponding to an account 
authorized for the debit (Wilf, Col. 2, lines 34-47. See claim 1 re. the debit). 
Re. Claim 4, Wilf, Daniels, Matyas and AAPA disclose a method for authorizing and 
checking out from an online purchase between the customer and the vendor site 
wherein the equivalent of a pop-up window (i.e. the automatic browser window per the 
rejection of claim 1 above) overlays an existing web browser window of the vendor site 
(Wilf, Col. 2, lines 3-5, 47-51). 

Re. Claims 5, 13 & 19, Wilf, Daniels, Matyas and AAPA disclose a method for 
authorizing and checking out from an online purchase between the customer and the 
vendor site wherein the receiving transaction information step triggers the opening the 
equivalent of a pop-up window step (Wilf, Col. 2, lines 3-15. See claim 1 above re. pop- 
up window.). 

Re. Claims 6, 14 & 20, Wilf discloses the method for authorizing and checking out from 
an online purchase between the customer and the vendor site further comprising a step 
of transferring payment to an account associated with the vendor site after authorization 
is received (Col. 7, lines 45-57). 

Re. Claim 7, Wilf, Daniels, Matyas and AAPA disclose a step of presenting a message 
to the customer in the equivalent of a pop-up window indicating at least one of the 
following: that authorization was canceled by the customer; that authorization was 
rejected by a funds transfer system; and that authorization completed normally (Wilf, 
Col. 7, line 58 - Col. 9, line 20. See claim 1 above re. pop-up window). 
Re. Claim 9, Wilf discloses a computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the computer-implementable method for authorizing and 
checking out from an online purchase between the customer and the vendor site of 
claim 1 (Col. 1, line 63- Col. 2, line 3). 

Re. Claim 10, Wilf, Stein, Daniels, Matyas and AAPA disclose a method for checking- 
out from an online purchase by a customer from a merchant system, the method 
comprising steps of: 

• at a funds transfer system, receiving transaction information from the merchant 
system, wherein the transaction information includes a transaction amount and 
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wherein the funds transfer system is located at a network location away from 
the merchant system (See the rejection of claim 1); 

• opening a pop-up window that is viewable by the customer, wherein the pop-up 
window is formulated by the funds transfer system (See the rejection of claim 

1); 

• from the funds transfer system, interacting with the pop-up window to present a 
transaction amount in the pop-up window and receive customer assent to the 
transaction amount (See the rejection of claim 1). 

• receiving authorization from the customer for the transaction amount, wherein 
the transaction amount corresponds to the online purchase (Wilf, Col. 2, lines 3- 
15, 52 -Col. 3, line 12); and 

• notifying the merchant system of authorization (Wilf, Col. 2, lines 3-15, 52 - Col. 
3, line 12). 

Wilf does not explicitly disclose receiving authorization from the customer of a debit for 
the transaction amount, wherein the debit corresponds to the online purchase. 
However, Stein discloses the use of a debit for making payment for a transaction 
performed over the internet as payment for the internet purchase's transaction amount 
(Col. 10, I. 51). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to an ordinary practitioner of the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to combine the art of Wilf, Stein, Daniels, Matyas and AAPA to 
establish an automated purchasing method for checking-out from an online purchase 
by a customer from a merchant system which includes efficient automated web based 
steps and user conveniences for validating the payment for an online transaction 
without exposing the customer's personal information by maintaining security, motivated 
by a desire to overcome the reluctance of some users to transmit credit card account 
information over the internet (Wilf, Col. 1, II. 24-27). 

Re. Claim 11, Wilf and Stein disclose a step of receiving account information from the 
customer corresponding to an account available for debits by the funds transfer 
system (Wilf, Col. 2, lines 34-47. See claim 1 re. the debit). 
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Re. Claim 12, Wilf, Daniels, Matyas and AAPA disclose a method wherein the pop-up 
window overlays an existing web browser window of a web site associated with the 
merchant system (The a pop-up window implicitly overlays the existing web browser 
window being viewed). 

Re. Claim 13, Wilf, Daniels, Matyas and AAPA disclose a method wherein the 
receiving transaction information step triggers the opening of a pop-up window step 
(This triggering step is implicit to the way a pop-up window or automatically opening 
window is implicitly designed to work). 

Re. Claim 14, Wilf discloses a comprising a step of transferring payment to an account 
associated with the merchant system after authorization is received (Col. 2, II. 14-15). 
Re. Claim 15, Wilf discloses a method comprising a step of presenting a message to 
the customer in another window indicating at least one of the following: that 
authorization was canceled by the customer; that authorization was rejected by the 
funds transfer system; and that authorization completed normally. (Col. 7, line 58 - Col. 
9, line 20.). 

Re. Claim 17, Wilf discloses a method for checking-out from an online purchase by a 
customer from a merchant system, the method comprising steps of: 

• at a funds transfer system that is located at a network location away from the 
merchant system, receiving account information from the customer (Col. 1, I. 61 
- Col. 2, I. 51 . See the rejection of claim 1 . Further, the funds transfer system is 
obviously at a location away from the merchant system connected by the world 
wide web (col. 1, II. 5-24, 44-49; col. 1, I. 61-col. 2, 3); 

• from the funds transfer system, interacting with the pop-up window to present a 
transaction amount in the pop-up window and receive customer assent to the 
transaction amount (see the rejection of claim 1); 

• receiving authorization from the customer for the transaction amount, wherein 
the transaction amount corresponds to the online purchase (Col. 2, II. 32-47); 
and 
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• notifying the merchant system of authorization (Col. 2, lines 3-15, 52 - Col. 3, 
line 12). 

Wilf does not explicitly disclose 

• receiving account information from the customer corresponding to an account 
available for debits by the funds transfer system; 

• receiving authorization from the customer of a debit for the transaction amount, 
wherein the debit corresponds to the online purchase. 

• opening a pop-up window that is viewable by the customer, wherein the pop-up 
window is formulated by the funds transfer system (col. 2, II. 3-51 - see the 
rejection of claim 1); 

However, Stein discloses the use of a debit for making payment for a transaction 
performed over the internet (Col. 10, I. 51). This implicitly includes receiving account 
information from the customer corresponding to an account available for debits by the 
funds transfer system; and receiving authorization from the customer of a debit for the 
transaction amount, wherein the debit corresponds to the online purchase. 
Daniels and Matyas disclose the use of pop-up windows (see the rejection of claim 1). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to an ordinary practitioner of the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to combine the art of Wilf, Stein, Daniels, Matyas and AAPA 
with well known art to establish an automated purchasing method which includes 
efficient automated web based steps and user conveniences for validating the payment 
for an online transaction without exposing the customer's personal information by 
maintaining security, motivated by a desire to overcome the reluctance of some users to 
transmit credit card account information over the internet (Wilf, Col. 1, II. 24-27). 
Re. Claim 18, Wilf, Daniels and Matyas and AAPA disclose a method wherein the 
account information is received through the pop-up window (Wilf, Col. 2, lines 3-15. 
See claim 1 above re. pop-up window.). 

Re. Claim 19, Wilf discloses a method comprising a step of receiving transaction 
information from the merchant system (Col. 2, lines 3-15.). 
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Re. Claim 20, Wilf discloses method of transferring payment to an account associated 
with the merchant system after authorization is received (Col. 2, lines 3-15; Col. 7, 
lines 45-57). 

3. Claims 8 & 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wilf, Stein, Fung and AAPA in view of Kolling et al (US Patent 5,920,847, hereafter 
Kolling). 

Re. Claims 8 & 16, none of Wilf, Stein, Daniels, Matyas and AAPA explicitly disclose a 
method for authorizing and checking out from an online purchase between the customer 
and the vendor, wherein the notifying step comprises a step of determining that a 
notification message was not received by the vendor site within a predetermined time 
period. However, Kolling discloses a method for authorizing and checking out from an 
online purchase between the customer and the vendor site wherein the notifying step 
comprises a step of determining that a notification message was not received by the 
vendor site within a predetermined time period (Col. 37, lines 2-8). It would have been 
obvious for an ordinary practitioner of the art at the time of applicant's invention to have 
combined the disclosure of Wilf, Stein, Daniels, Matyas and AAPA with the disclosure of 
Kolling to establish an automated purchasing method which included a time limit for 
notifying a vendor of payment approval for an automated transaction in order to protect 
a vendor from undue delay in verifying such a transaction while minimizing costs, 
maintaining certain controls and discretionary actions on behalf of the biller, and 
simplifying the process for all the parties (Kolling, Col. 10, II. 25-62). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed April 4, 2007 with respect to claims 1-20 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Siegfried Chencinski whose telephone number is 
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(571)272-6792. The Examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday, 9am to 



If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Richard E. Chilcot, can be reached on (571) 272-6777. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington D.C. 20231 



communications labeled "Box AF"] 

(571) 273-6792 [Informal/Draft communications, labeled "PROPOSED" or 
"DRAFT"] 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to the address found on the above 
USPTO web site in Alexandria, VA. 

SEC 

July 23, 2007 



6pm. 



or (571,1273-8300 [Official communications; including After Final 
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